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In the past years Europe, and specifically Western Europe,
has been undergoing a vast transformation of thought and method of life
by gradual unification, inspired, advised and actively supported by the
United States. This thesis is an attempt to review European unifica-
tion movements and its achievements, to propose establishment of an
European center in New York City providing a common project for active
participation by people of both continents. The proposed master plan
of a group of buildings called the United Europe Plaza would serve to
inform and educate the public, promote the trade and exchange of ideas,
and provide experience with some aspects of European way of life.
Design of the Plaza creates a visual point of interest and considers
the urban problems of New York City. Specific attention is given to
the space relationship between the proposed Plaza and the neighboring
environment, particularly the proposed Lincoln Center for the Performing
Arts.
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INTR 0 DUCT ON
In the western world today there is too great a tendency to
visualize the political and economical situation in terms of possible
outbreak of war between the East and the West, while in reality the
greater danger lies in the ideological struggle. The recent competi-
tion towards the conquest of space, and the developments in Mideast
have warned the West that the main Soviet challenge is not primarily in
armaments but in ideas. In such a conflict common loyalty, sound
mentality and moral strength are more important than material and
machinery. Our survival will depend upon the strength of convictions
and strong belief in the moral values of life.
Since the early days of its independence the United States
has stood for democracy and friendly relations with other nations.
Presently, as the political, economic and military pace-setter for the
western world, the United States shows more than just good will towards
friendly nations; it also assumes the moral responsibility to encourage
and support their efforts in solving the problems arising from new
political, economical and technological situations. Thus the importance
of close cooperation between United States and various European nations
has constantly increased. Untold amount of material assistance has
been generously extended to various European countries over period of
years. Twice the United States helped to resolve an European conflict
by actively participating in war. In spite of it all, importance of
the European.nation-states has relatively declined.
To an average American, Europe might look like a confusion
of old rivalries. Exhausted by its fighting, discouraged by its bank-
ruptcies, tossed about among forces of global influence, will Europe
be resigned to losing its vitality, its function, and its spirit? Is
Europe living in a state of psychological frustration and of uneasiness,
not because its population is miserable or exploited or oppressed, but
because there is no inspiration, no perspective, no movement which
would stir up the vital forces?
Certainly not. During roughly the past five years, Europe,
but particularly Western Europe, has been going through a vast trans-
formation of thought and method of life. Through the example and
urging of the United States, Western Europe is undergoing a process of
unification which is one of the most significant events in its long
history. In presence of the Soviet challenge the United States govern-
ment has long since recognized the value of United Europe movement. On
May 26, 1956, at an address at Baylor University, President Eisenhower
restated the faith that the United States has always had in the bene-
ficial effects of European unity. "With unification," said the
President, "a new sun of hope, security, and confidence would shine
for Europe and for the free world".
It is the purpose of this report to apprise the concept, aims
and actions of the United Europe movement, to observe the relationship
and cooperation between the New and the Old World, and to propose a
design of the United Europe Plaza in the New York City. The primary
function of this proposal is to advance the idea of United Europe move-
ment, to promote trade and exchange of culture and ideas, and to appeal
3for better understanding between nations.
The Plaza itself would create a new point of interest for
New York City. Above all it would be a major step forward for ascerting
the United States' cultural, economic and political maturity.
UNITED EUROPE M 0OV EMENT
The unification of Europe is, of course, not a novel idea.
Its origins have been traced back to the associations of ancient Greek
communities. It is believed that the formation of the associations was
due, in part, to the recognition of the cultural, ethnic, and linguistic
unity of Greece.
The notion of unification found a more striking expression
in the evolution of the Roman Empire. Roman expansion was, at first,
conquest and the rule of force for the benefit of the metropolis; but
after the overthrow of the Republic, the position of Rome became increas-
ingly that of the center of a vast federation which included both
European and non-European territories. After the dissolution of the
Roman Empire the tradition of unity was maintained by the church and
led to the establishment of the Holy Roman Empire. Ostensibly based
on the principle of unity of the Empire and the church, the Holy Roman
Empire failed to live up to its ideal; there developed keen rivalry for
supremacy between the secular and the ecclesiastical power.
The political philosophers of the Middle Ages who concerned
themselves with European unity thought in terms of the hegemony of
either the Holy Sec or the Emperor. The following countries brought
many projects for a European union or even a universal state. The
better known amoung these proposals are those of George of Podebrad
(King of Bohemia, 1458-1471), Ouc de Sully (the "Grand Design" of
Henry IV, 1638), G. Leibnitz (1670), William Penn (1693), Abbe de Saint-
Piezze (1728), Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1761), Jeremy Bentham (1789),
5Immanuel Kant (1795), Saint-Simon (1814), Jean Godin (1883), Count
Coudenhove-Kalezgi (who launched the Pan-Europe Movement in 1922), and
Astride Briand (1930).
Among those who supported unification in some form or other
were Voltaire, George Washington, Victor Hugo, Gariboldi, Richard Cobden,
Leroy-Beaulieu, and Edouard Herriot. Both Napoleon I (in the "Memorial
de Sainte-Helene") and Napoleon III spoke approvingly of the formation
of a European association of "liberated" nations.
An examination of the proposals listed above suggests that
throughout the centuries the notion of European union underwent signi.
ficant changes, In the Middle Ages the central idea was the maintenance
of peace by creating a machinery for the elimination of internal disputes.
This object was to be achieved by strengthening the authority of the
church or, in later projects, that of the secular rulers (the King of
France in the project of Sully, the Holy Roman Emperor in that of
Leibnitz). The notion of disarmament or limitation of armaments was
introduced by Saint-Pierre and Bentham. Saint-Pierre appeared to be
concerned with the right of the people to dispose of themselves while
Kant visualized the proposed union as a republic. The line between
political and economic issues did not receive recognition until the
beginning of the nineteenth century and gained momentum in the subse-
quent decades partly because of the influence of the classical economists
(J. S. Mill, Bright, Cobden) who saw in free trade a powerful weapon
for the advancement of both prosperity and peace.
The discussions and proposals for a European union referred
to above appealed to a small group of intellectuals and were generally
ignored by public opinion in every country. The only unification Europe
has known in modern times is one by conquest: the Napoleonic Empire
at the beginning of the nineteenth century and the even shorter span
of German invasion during the Second World War. Even small nations
such as Sweden, Portugal, Prussia, and Hungary in the hour of their
historical greatness entertained dreams of conquering all of Europe.
The historical and literary tradition of European unification
has only a limited bearing on the issues which the world has to face
today. It is hardly necessary to go back to the writing of the seven-
teenth century in order to explain the current revival of interest in
European integration. As such, the idea of European unity is an aspect
of our own times. It is something which people believe in, and are
willing to work for; and such people are more numerous than they were
in the inter-war years or during the period that divides the World War I
from the French Revolution - the great dividing line between the modern
and the contemporary. Two important factors behind the postwar movement
can be pointed out, although there are many others. First it is the
awakening of the West to the reality of expansion of the Soviet
influence, and second, the atomic revolution.
The Soviet influence in world affairs has shown itself in
many ways and has been interpreted with equal variety. The fact remains
that a large part of Europe today is already united: under the Soviet
sponsored communist ideology.
The atomic revolution more than anything else, has demon-
strated plainly within a few years the antiquated character of European
political and economic structures. No European country is in a posi-
tion to support the huge efforts and financial investment for research
which are basic to the technological revolution promised by the atomic
age. In addition the increase in production which is made possible by
the use of atomic energy would be suffocated within the narrow limits
of separate European marlkets. If the atomic revolution has the same
consequences as did the Industrial Revolution in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, it can be expected that countries remaining out-
side the orbit of this revolution will be fated for fast decadence.
The real situation of Europe would appear to be this: its
long and splendid past has brought it to a new stage of existence where
everything has increased; but at the same time, the institutions sur-
viving from that past are dwarfed and have become an obstacle to
expansion. Also national and language differences are deterrent to
European integration. The time to overcome the various obstacles is
ripe and urgent in terms of security as well as in terms of economics,
because it has already happened once before in history that a great
civilization has died through not being able to adopt a substitute for
its traditional idea of the state.
A United Europe could not be achieved all at once, nor in a
single framework: it will be formed by gradual development of common
institutions and removal of various barriers between nations. Nothing
great and permanent can be built without difficulty, effort, and time.
The great champion of unification movement, Sir winston Churchill said
in the year 1946: "If Europe were once united in the sharing of its
common inheritance, there would be no limit to happiness, the prosperity,
and the glory which its 300 or 400 million people would enjoy.,
DEVELOPMENTS TOWARDS UNIFICATI ON
Any nation, before it could have a common past, it had to
create a common existence, and before creating it, it had to dream it,
to desire it, to plan it. From the discussion in the previous pages
we have seen the image of Europe appearing in different forms through
the course of years. Also that the urgency for action - the desire
for unification exists. Before the discussion of developments towards
unification it would be helpful to bear in mind the creative process
of nations in Europe: a theory advocated by the late Spanish philo.
sopher Jose Ortega y Gasset.
In his study of nations the philosopher distinguishes three
movements: (1) the peculiar Western instinct which causes the state
to be felt as the fusion of various peoples in a unity of political and
moral existence, starts by acting on the groups most proximate geo.
graphically, ethnically, and linguistically, because the diversity amongst
neighbours is easier to overcome, (2) a period of consolidation in
which other peoples outside the new state are regarded politically as
strangers, and (3) the state is in the enjoyment of full consolidation
when among its constituants there is a growing conviction in their
common morals and interests thus forming a national group over against
other more distant, stranger groups.
A generation or two ago the unification of Europe was regarded
as a political question. There was talk, and talk only, of a United
States of Europe, with emphasis on forming a common government or
federation. Needless to say the talk was in vain and Europe headed
toward major catastrophy.
After the World War II European nations were left exhausted
and their very existence imperiled. United States came to aid in form
of the Marshall Plan. In turn the European nations formed Organiza-
tion of European Economic Co-operation (0. E. E. C.). The shortcoming
of this organization was due to its lack of power to act, being basic-
ally an organization for liason between the governments. Nevertheless
the satisfactory performance of 0. E. E. C. encouraged the launching
of an international congress of European representatives in 1948. Out
of this congress came the resolution to form a Council of Europe. From
the very first meeting of this representative European organization it
became obvious not all of the member countries were equally interested
in an immediate action.
After two years of hesitation by the Council of Europe and
the increasing international tensions (Korean War), group of European
countries decided to begin integration in form of a common activity.
In 1951 this group, so called the Europe of the Six or Little Europe,
consisting of Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, France, Italy and West
Germany agreed to pool their coal and steel resources under a supra-
national community. Such an action appears to be based upon observa-
tion of a basic character in an industrial age: coal and steel are the
basis and backbone of any effective society.
Despite the failure to form a European Defense Communlty in
1954, a conference of the foreign ministers of the Six was held a year
later in Messina, Italy. This conference adapted a resolution calling
for intensive study of a possible pooling of efforts to exploit atomic
energy and for the development of a customs union and common market
among the Six. At the same time it declared a United Europe was
"indispensable".
Due to the successful operation of steel and coal pool the
confidence in common activities among the Six has not only increased
but today there are two additional activities in force: the European
Atomic Energy Community (Euratom) and the European Economic Community
(E. E. C.). All of the three activites involve a surrender of impor-
tant powers, formerly held by sovereign national governments, to a
suprq-national authority - an action considered by some observers the
most significant political event in Europe since the French Revolution.
The successful communities of the Six will encourage other
European nations to join the venture. Ultimately an integrated
European economy would reinforce and make more obvious the community
of interest of the nations involved; its administration would require
common political organs; and these, once established, would by the
interpenetration of economics and politics soon give to all Europe a
single common policy in the face of the present crisis in the world.
Out of a century of failures and disasters there finally is
a plan of common life with enterprises in common, adhesion of men to
that attractive enterprise shall follow. What units men in their
various activities despite their diversity is the objective towards
which their efforts are directed.
During the decisive years until the United Europe establishes
11
itself as a political and economic entity, it is up to the United States
to encourage, advise and lend its strength to Europe.
UNITED STATES AND U N I TED EUR 0 PE
It is useless to say that European union cannot be achieved,
because it has, in a very real sense, been achieved in America. What
is impressive about the achievement is how readily the peoples of the
Old World adapted themselves to it, how cheerfully they abandoned the
nationalist and religious antagonisms, the class consciousness, the
cultural vanity, even the linguistic commitments, which had been second
nature to them in the Old World, and how easily they accepted a common
language, education, social habits and standards, and a common culture.
It is granted that the situation in the Old World is differ-
ent from that in the New, and that the boundary which separates France
from Germany is not like that which separates Iowa from Illinois; it
is granted, too, that a common language and a single government
immensely facilitate understanding. But some of the boundaries of the
Old World seem quite as artificial as those of the New; a common language
has not yet reunited Norway with Denmark or Belgium with Holland and
France; a racial heterogeneity is greater in the United States than in
all Europe.
The explanation of the unification of Europe in America and
the fragmentation of Europe in Europe does not lie so much in these hard
facts of language or race or politics as in the realms of history,
philosophy, religion and psychology. The prison in which so many
Europeans, even European intellectuals, live is one of their own making.
It is a prison fabricated from the fears, the disappointments, the
suspicions, the vanities, and the timidities of the past. The escape
from such a psychic confinement would come only with a successful inte-
gration.
Integration, to be effective, necessitates revolutionary
changes in the ways of life of the countries involved and in their
political and economical institutions. The transition from national
sovereignty to a European federation or union, unless it is imposed by
force, must be a slow and gradual process based on the recognition by
a large body of public opinion of the necessity or advantages of the
momentous change.
Mtany times in the past masses oF people have responded most
enthusiastically to an idea or movement when it has been put clearly
before them. A large amount of energy and ingenuity both in Europe
and in the United States should go to a great campaign of public edu-
cation. A good beginning in this direction was made in 1949 with the
incorporation of the American Committee on United Europe under the
chairmanship of the former head of the Office of Strategic Services,
General William J. Donovan. This commitee brought together some of
the most important figures in America's intellectual, political, and
industrial life and rendered substantial moral and financial assistance
to the private European movement and auxiliary agencies.
Europe has already taken the first steps towards integration.
At this time the United States should initiate a project bold and
imaginative to the purpose of focusing attention of European efforts
and developing a sense of active participation not only among the leaders
and intellectuals but primarily among the people. A group of buildings,
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an European Center in a continental gateway city like New York, would
serve as a reminder and promote the vast transformation of thought and
reality presently taxing places in the Old World.
The postwar European policy of the United States has already
achieved two objectives: economic recovery and organization of defense.
Active participation of American people would facilitate the achieve-
ment of European unification, bringing stability and hope for the
future.
UN I TED EUROPE PLAZA
NEW YORK CITY
The function of a group of buildings, erected as an expression
of solidarity among people, is of vital importance. It is not enough
to give sounding name to a commercial establishment, as the mediocre
success of Pan-American and Canada House buildings indicate. In order
to succeed, active participation of the general public is required.
For the purpose of promoting the advancement of European unification,
the fulfillment of at least three functions are essential: (1) an
appeal for understanding and support through information about the idea,
problems and achievements of the United Europe movement, (2) an attempt
to promote trade and exchange of ideas by exhibit of products created
among the cooperating European nations, and (3) to provide experience
with some aspects of European traditions and way of life, advancing
better understanding between nations and encouraging travel. Enthus-
iastic support by European nations, but particularly the Six European
community countries, would be definitely forthcoming.
The process of creating a common activity in Europe has been
especially slow. Therefore there would be an added amount of pride and
prestige involved in exhibiting the products of industry, science and
art produced by common efforts. New ways of life, inventions and
rising living standards all call for an opportunity to show and communi-
cate the new progress. Lately large exhibitions seem to give way to
more specialized ones, conceived on a smaller scale, not only to inflict
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less tiring effects on the visitor, but to permit a more concentrated
perception where a more lasting effect is desired. It would be
desirable, therefore, to have an exhibit area of only 30,000 to 40,000
square feet.
The various processes to transmit information form a science
by itself. The more effective ways include the "inconspicuous" and the
"monumental" approaches. Information could be integrated within the
exhibit areas and on building site. On the other hand, information
concerning the concept and history of the Movement could be presented
in a monumental way in form of a small museum.
The close cooperation and expansion of trade between the
United States and Europe requires effective liason and coordination.
Provisions for prestige office space are therefore desirable, with
additional rental space for American tenants, who actively partici-
pate in European business activities.
In order to add living quality and create in people a sense
of participation, space should be provided for small shops and tourist
agency and quality coffee shop, restaurant and bars, intime in site,
specializing in European foods.
The character of the group of buildings called the United
Europe Plaza should provide for distinction within the local environ-
ment, should encourage visitors by local population, out-of-town people
and tourists. The Plaza should be flexible enough to allow for a
function under unforseen circumstances and other than the original
purposes.
LOCATION
By its virtue of being closest to Europe, the East Coast is
an obvious choice of location. For maximum efficiency the Plaza should
be located in one of the great population centers such as Boston, New
York or Washington. Boston has the advantage of having historic
importance and being an educational and research center. Washington,
as a government center, has prestige and attracts visitors from all
over the United States. Nevertheless, New York is not only business
and cultural center but also has the largest population and is an inter-
national center as well - truly the gateway of the continent. It is
hard to imagine any other location more favorable for the purpose of
the United Europe Plaza than the great New York City.
SITE
In the past few years New York City has experienced an unusual
amount of building activity. Numerous new buildings have been erected,
others are in construction or planning stages. The most ambitious of
all is the New York Slum Clearance Committee's plan for Lincoln Square
redevelopment. This project embraces eighteen blocks of squalid, west
side slum territory stretching from Columbus Circle to West 70th Street.
Two blocks of the redevelopment area will become an 8,000-student
campus of Fordham University's law, commerce, education, and social
service. The northern 13 blocks are allocated to residential and
commercial use. But the heart of the $205 million Lincoln Square
redevelopment project is the $75 million Lincoln Center for the
Performing Arts, bringing together three world-renowned institutions:
The Metropolitan Opera, The Philharmonic Symphony Society of New York,
and the Juilliard School of Music.
A redevelopment of such a scale would create a new large
scale environment and provides with unparalleled opportunity to relate
the United Europe Plaza with one of the most significant cultural
developments in the United States. Upon the examination of the
neighborhood surrounding Lincoln Square, it appears that a roughly
triangular site extending from West 62nd Street to West 64th Street,
and from Broadway to within 300 feet of Central Park West Avenue is
presently occupied by a small number of low commercial buildings, a few
old over-crowded tenement houses and two parking lots. It could be
expected that the residents of the area could be relocated and all of
the existing structures razed without much difficulty or great expense.
DESIGN
The desirable way of financing United Europe Plaza construc-
tion would be thru forming a joint organization of industrial, political,
economical and cultural interests in the United States and Europe. As
such, the project although subsidized at first, should become a self-
supporting institution. Therefore open spaces and low construction
should be compensated by a high-rise structure.
The requirements for exhibition are best met by low structure
allowing for easy and inviting access. Part of the site properly
developed should be left open adding to visual and importance of
the project. A high-rise office tower would make the Plaza financially
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self-sufficient. The importance of convenient access to the public
transportation facilities and close cooperation with the planners of
the Lincoln Square redevelopment are only two of the many urgent
aspects of design.
The visual design implications are: (I) the layout of a system
of open spaces and streets in a large scale, (2) the spatial relation.
ship with the Lincoln Square development - the sense of masses related
in space, (3) the plaza - animated spatial enclosure at ground level,
and (4) refinement of the buildings design. The design proposals of
this thesis primarily solve the first of the three implications and
for the fourth, suggesting further study and development in cooperation
with the best of European architects and artists.
All the city has which is of unique value is the network of
human relationships. All that the city possesses - of magnetism, of
opportunities, of leadership, of arts, of glamour, of convenience -
depends on its great and wonderful crisscross of relationships. To
reinforce and improve such relationships in the city, and beyond that,
among the nations, is the goal the thesis proposing Design of the United
Europe Plaza attempts to achieve.
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THE NATIONS PARTICIPATING
IN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES
Member Nations France,Germany,Italy,Belgium,
Netherlands and Luxemburg
Total Population: 164 590 000
Exports to the U.S.s $ 1 420 000 000 in 1956, a 50%
(approx.)increase over 1951
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